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and stock-breeding afford them a sufficient livelihood,
but while conducting themselves as true followers of the
Prophet in the presence of their Moslem neighbours,
they maintain profound secrecy on the subject of their
peculiar worship. Their speech is the Arabic dialect
elsewhere current in the Syrian highlands. Throughout
Syria, where they are called Fellahin, and are said to
number from 120,000 to 180,000, they have the repu-
tation of being irreclaimable and desperate highwaymen.

The great bulk of the present population of Palestine,
which scarcely exceeds 800,000 altogether, consists of
Arabs, partly Bedouin nomads, partly Fellahin, or settled
agriculturists. They dwell mostly in wretched mud
hovels, or amidst the ruins of old buildings. They all
speak Arabic, and are mainly followers of Muhammad.
A few Christian communities are found in Nazareth and
elsewhere.

But till recently the Jews had almost disappeared
from the land of their forefathers. Except in Jerusalem
they were scarcely anywhere to be found within the limits
of Palestine proper. But since the outbreak of religious
persecution in Russia, and the spread of the "Anti-
Semitic Movement" in Germany and Austria, large
numbers of Israelites have migrated, some to the New
World, some to the Holy Land. In his annual report
for 1894, Bishop Blyth, the Anglican Bishop of Jeru-
salem, states that "about 100,000 Jews have entered
Palestine during the last few years, of whom 65,000
have come within the last seven years, and the arrival of
a vast number is imminent." Lately also a few Pro-
testant enthusiasts, mostly from Wurtemberg, have settled
about Mount Carmel, in Jaffa, and a few other places.
But it is somewhat premature to speak, as some already
do, of the German colonisation of the Holy Land.